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State Small Business Per sons of the Year to Travel
To Orlando to Compete for National Honors

SBA Expo’04, Conference Will Take PlaceMay 19-21

WASHINGTON - Small Business owners from across the country will travel to Orlando, Fla.,
next month to compete for honors as the National Small Business Person of the Year at the U.S.
Small Business Administration’s SBA Expo '04: Celebrating National Small Business\Week.

The conference follows a series of eventsin local communities across the nation honoring state
Small Business Persons of the Year in 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and
Guam. A national Small Business Person of the Year and runnersup will be announced from
among the individual state winners. The state winners represent a diverse cross section of
America, and their businesses range from microbrewers to fire engine manufacturers to
motorcycle dealers to home nursing services.

The annual celebration honoring the nation' s leading small business entrepreneurs will be held in
Orlando May 19-21, 2004, at the Orange County Convention Center. The announcement of the
National Small Business Person of the Y ear award is one of the highlights of SBA Expo ' 04.

SBA Expo ' 04 is co-sponsored by SCORE “ Counselors to America's Small Business,” a proud
resource partner with the U.S. Small Business Administration.

“1 am very proud of al of our state winners, and | look forward to meeting them in Orlando at
SBA Expo '04,” SBA Administrator Hector V. Barreto said. “Expo is our chance to honor the
contributions of small businesses to our economy and our nation, and to help entrepreneurs take
the next step in building their businesses.

“We' ve packed alot into a three day conference, from business sessions to a town hall meeting
to roundtable discussions to a session of our tremendously successful Business Matchmaking.
We expect as many as 3,000 small business owners to attend. | think that every one of them will
be glad they came when they see the chances for learning, networking, acquiring government
contracts, and identifying ways to grow their businesses.”

The Business Matchmaking event will be a significant element of SBA Expo '04. Business
Matchmaking allows small business owners the chance to schedule one-on-one meetings with
buyers from federal, state and local governments as well as larger corporations, cutting through
the red tape that is too frequently part of the federal contracting process. In other Business
Matchmaking events held across the country, more than 4,000 small businesses have participated
in more than 14,500 one-on-one meetings.



The CNNfn network will also cover various events at SBA Expo ' 04, including the Celebrating
Women in Business Breakfast, a special event honoring some of the nation’s best and brightest
women entrepreneurs, the business sessions and the exhibit floor. CNNfn also will broadcast the
Town Hall meeting, featuring Ken and Daria Dolan, hosts of the network’ s Dolans Unscripted.

The SBA also will honor entrepreneurs, small business resource providers, and champions of
small business in a variety of areas, including government contracting, youth entrepreneurship,
recovery from natural disasters, and small business lending. Also, several conpanies that have
become successful with the help of the SBA will be inducted as members in the SBA Hall of
Fame.

Interested small business owners, business organizations, and other individuals may find
additional information, including online registration for SBA Expo ' 04 events, at
www.sba.gov/50.
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